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depends what You mean by tora and 1t depends what YOu mean by
shamaym and most of all what vou mean by means? so, i very mach like
Lo hear the opinions 0L my collegs assembled here. that’'s how i see
the problem. it may be that we're €ngaged in a possible task. i put
1t to you that there are Some halahists if there are some pure
nalahists who would say that this gathering is again the nalaha. a-
becausehwe’re discussing the halaha and b- because there are some
people assembled who the halahists have the traditionnal view of the
halaha. who have a historieal aéproach. but 1 think that we're
exploring, so what are we exploring? and may be if W& certainly Dr.
Bén menanem is right ; 1t would be an impertance ferocity to tell
the halahists what to do. thev are not asking us , én some way i
feel thev're occuéying a different world. but out of such
deliberations Something may well vet immerged i've been trying to
argue for the flexibility of the halaha in theological contexts. Dr.
Maxal used to say im tirtsuy eyn zo halaha.
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Rabay vaakobovits: 1 received the list vesterday at the cession

couldn’'t afrive here yesterday nearly
midnight and therefore ‘we’ll nof comment now on the wider issues
raised on zehuyot adam and we’ll have presumably anofher cccasion to
relate to the overall theme of this conference., therfore 1 want ¢to
limit myself to cufrent subject at the discussion sheat hadehak and
particularily to the very profoundly challenging remarks of couse
made by Dr. jakobson. i think the openning remark is openin-
statement ofrthe diyun of the discussion was exedénly valid ani

relevant. that haidna or haidana is a more relevent principle the
sheat hadehak.sheat hadehak is a departure from the north, it’'s '
exeption. haidna becomes the rule, is the law and therefore haidna "
‘think should be a far more valid principle here to guide o

deliberations then sheat hadehak which by definition is a higﬁg

exeptional rule which vou cannot use as a norme reach to describa
the appiicapions of halaha. now it because Jacobs made thig'
statement that i think all the rest of his comments can be
invalidly, precisely for this reason. because the argument thaﬁ he
used to prove that halaha is not objective but is subjective that. it

depends on people who make halahic rulics. some have got feelings as

well into jews into their rullings, emotional factors and political
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Art Green: a number of things that have come up since i

£irst raised my answer. let me refer to the

most recent i would like to try again ti convince my friend Dr. Lam
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they have to feel the present tense is important, not a jewdaism by
quatation.they what to know what would say the rabay and believe me
as having some authority, i'm their authority. and i've told when i

was graduated at least from the seminary that was one of the myth
that kept until they murried the asra which Rabay Gordus translate

as the tera of the community.
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other words i think there is too much theory be thrown out of it.
the single more powerfull force that is blowing apart the issue
isn’'t the theory of -halaha, the theory of authority, of older
respect to whole the attempts to establish philosophical principles

for non ortodox. to see the powerful fact is that peopge account a

genuine personal expreience of the humanity by which standed vary
instinctive emotional contact is-offeneded by some of. the language
or some of the terminoloqgy or some of the category is being applied.
1 don’t think that’'s an embarassemeﬁt 1 think it's a major religious
challenge for all of us, so i think'it should be put on the table.
this 1is not an exercise in alternive theology in terms of halahic

systems. tjls 1s an exercise and part of a different social

experience by enlarge ortodox jews have much less social experience

with non jews then do non ortodox jews and 1 think if we don't"

confront this and the assumtion here somehow to admit that there is
a form of assimilation or weekness is not really confront in the
lssue. it 1s in fact as norman says. you and the majority is not

that way and we are affectable, whether you can or cannot take from

us so 1 thinnk some way all of us has to adress this question- how

much weight is given to the instinctive personal reaction and
experience? 1 think 1it's a very essential one. and has to be
adressed theoretically on both sides. someone suggested i don't know
why but there is a great deal of deny is going on to what each side

1s doing or has to do and i think we should discuss why do we deny

what we are?
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question: Is there a right of jewish conscience for a

-

iew who is feeling & dedicated jew not to

accept the halana? is that part of a right?
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Norman Lam: All I want to do is just raise a question, a

little conscientiousness raising. Before we
go off, you know, talking about values as if they are re%lities,hI'm
not sure, let's first investigate to what extent.  A Halachist 1is,
within his rights, I believe, in saying, don't_bother with values,
because your values have as much pilpel as my 'Halachot, and your
~values can lead to destructive results as my;Halachot may lead in
certain conditions té destructive results. And 1if I have a choice
of taking your sense, subjective sense, of what is a good value,
| what 1s a bad value, and my sense of yielding on values and simply

go into the Halacha itéelf, I would rather trust, he would say, the

Halacha per se as ultimately yielding what is good for society, if

(]

not for every individual, and law can never cover both, then take

your values, which are subjective and I don't know tomorrow if
you'll have the same values if you are living in a different social

context.
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Section of jewish population a new set of problen. they Probably

will lose theijr perspective and their berries. and this in my

delibrately dccomidate halaha to the fashion occurence of the time,
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